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1. Introduction  
Great political figures are known not only for the exceptional role they play in the history 

of the nation and the state they represent, but also for their scientific and theoretical considerations 

in regard to management and real destiny of the world. As one of these personalities, Heydar Aliyev 

phenomenon determining national development way of our independent state with his charisma and 

management qualities, foreseeing and wisdom, also gained an eternal place in our modern history, 

his immortal ideas have become progress of the society.      

According to, the national leader Heydar Aliyev, intellectual base is one of the most 

important factors of the state independence of any country. We think that when our great leader said 

these thoughts he meant education and multiculturalism.    

Because, it is impossible not to pay attention to such a complex issue playing a peerless 

role in formation of human life, activity and social consciousness. Namely from this point of view, 

choice of this subject as an object of study is actual  in the time when the world states are getting 

stratified due to the level of globalization, democracy, military force, human capital, economic 

potential, intelligence, scientific and technical power. All the above mentioned are connected with 

individual and social political consciousness, culture, scientific outlook of people, and all these are 

varied ways of education theory.  

       

2. Materials and methods   
One of the values remained to us from Heydar Aliyev’s heritage is importance of 

formation of scientific outlook.  From this point of view, i.e. in the context of formation of 

upbringing and multicultural values, in order to substantiate the role of science in upbringing, firstly 

we should determine the coverage area of this concept and to find out all that which is within this 

border, and making comparative analysis try to investigate the state and the state upbringing policy 

issues as problems.  

One of the factors making these issues necessary is settlement of small nations living in 

Azerbaijan. Namely this issue, i.e. establishment of variety of nations is reflected in Gurani-Kerim. 

In one of the ayaths it is written: “ You, who believes! We have created you from one man and from 

woman. We divided you into nations and tribes.” Gurani-Kerim Al Hujurad [14;49;13]. Regarding 

nations and small nationalities, we can say that the nation should have the state, language, territory, 

religion, psychology, economic unity, and culture.  

 

3. Results 

One of the important peculiarities of Heydar Aliyev’s personality is to pay special attention 

to the protection of national minorities and ethnic groups in accordance with the legislation based 

on international law for the sake of the consolidation of single Azerbaijan ideology which can be 
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accepted as the expression of a necessity of multiculturalism policy. The terms used do not indicate 

national discrimination. They are also the citizens of Azerbaijan Republic with equal rights. In this 

context, another quote from Gurani-Kerim will be to the topic: “Hey you, my prophet! We selected 

you to deliver Guran, and to confirm all the (holy) books sent earlier than Guran and to protect (to 

witness their authenticity) it. You, judge as it is written in Guran. Always keep to Guran and do not 

succumb to temptation. We determined a sharia and a way for each of you. If Allah wanted, he 

would make you a single society (of a common sharia). But this diversity is for your examination 

before Allah for all those that he has given to you.  So, compete with good doings. All of you will 

come back to Allah. Allah will inform you about the issues causing conflicts among you![14;115]. 

As it is seen from Gurani-Kerim ayah, this diversity is for examination of people. Naturally, this 

diversity leads to diversity of cultures and namely in this process bringing-up becomes a strategic 

factor.  To my opinion, in this context, it is expedient to consider upbringing in some variants in 

order to find out all that the upbringing covers and to substantiate its influence to formation of 

multicultural values:  

 -Upbringing is preparation of growing generations to life, passing the gained experience to 

them; 

- Upbringing is to influence in expedient, planned and comprehensive way for 

development of physical and intellectual abilities of a young generation, to give necessary 

knowledge, skills and abilities to the children, to  form their world outlook, to teach them 

appropriate ethics;- upbringing is to pamper,  to grow up, to take care (Arabian variant); it is 

possible to use motives of multicultural values in a large number in teaching of every component of 

upbringing process. If these methods are used, integration of multicultural values will get strong and 

single Azerbaijan ideology will consolidate.  

Scientists and researchers B.Ahmadov and A.Rzayev consider that “Development rules of 

science, nature, society and mind consist of the knowledge system obtained throughout the world’s 

history and the activity performed for the discovery of new laws on the bases of that 

knowledge”[8;]. Though the above mentioned is given in brief, deep and complex meaning of it is 

clearly seen here. That is, “Philosophy” is like a tree with giant and deep roots which is an initial 

source of all sciences. So namely in this context, minor nations living in Azerbaijan together with 

Azerbaijan nation make a single root together.  

Before analyzing general role and integration process of upbringing science in common 

system of sciences, we will try to give a bit highlight to its evolution way.. In scientific literature 

this concept is used either as upbringing, or pedagogy terms. But in fact both of them have the same 

meaning. To clarify it, there rises a necessity to address to the history.  

One of the connoisseurs of history of upbringing of Azerbaijan science  Ahmad Seyidov 

writes: “ To find out how, for what purpose and in which stage of development of the society the 

upbringing has been formed is the main direction in pedagogy history”[9;5]. Later, the prominent 

scholar and theorist on upbringing stresses out the names of a number of bourgeois (this term was 

often used in Soviet period) theorists S.Leturna, R.Monro, A.Espinas, H.Spenser and others and 

considers that it is important to study their heritage. That is, he emphasizes important role of these 

scholars in the study of the history of upbringing theory. Referring to S.Leturno and others, he 

states that the mentioned scholars “claim existence of upbringing in the animal world also, 

protecting biological principle in formation of upbringing” [9;5]. While researching these theories it 

is found out that they deny conscious character of upbringing, considering it non-organized 

spontaneous event [9;5].  

To my opinion, we can justify this conclusion of our scholars, as it would not be correct to 

consider these upbringing theorists wholly erroneous. Monro, one of the scholars engaged in the 

theory of formation of upbringing, sees manifestation of upbringing in children’s imitating of the 

adults’ actions unconsciously.  So, Mor tries to identify upbringing which is a social event only as a 

physiological event. I think, role of physiological factors in formation of upbringing is undeniable. 

Because, conscious activity of a human is closely connected with physiological motives. But it does 

not mean that emergence of upbringing depends only on physiological factors. 

Really, research of the scientific literature on upbringing theory shows that though the 

name of some concepts are mentioned in these theories, full context and essence of them have not 

been clarified fully.  Even B.P.Batnas wrote in “Soviet pedagogy” that “Science of Pedagogy is not 
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capable to explain all rules in modern development stage of pedagogy”[12;69]. With this thought, 

he showed necessity for fundamental investigations for development of the science of upbringing. 

So, it is evident that the problems in the theory of upbringing were characteristic for the 

mentioned period. The well-known Azerbaijan pedagogue M.Muradkhanov emphasized this fact in 

his works and tried to find ways out of it.  We think, it will be useful to state one of his thesis about 

it as it is: For example, he noted that we “should have a deeper look at schools and study the 

important issues in activity process of school”[13;69]. That is, he stated that “ I consider it incorrect 

to concentrate attention on rules and regulation problems of pedagogy, instead of setting lessons in 

accordance with the level of modern requirements and to strengthen the impact of moral 

upbringing”[13;69] . Thus, he puts his outlook in regard to the current issue. To my opinion, 

although, there are complex points in the above stated (one of these points is the recommendation to 

scholars to pay more attention to teaching and education than to concentrate on research of rule and 

regulations of pedagogy) , it is obvious that there are problems waiting for solution. 

One of the researchers of the upbringing problems V.I.Pomogayban puts forward some 

thesis related with education, and claim important role of  intensification of antagonism between 

those which the pupils know and which don’t know and solution rules of it, concentration rule of 

keeping the relation between  feeling and logical cognitive and a word, rule of visibility, etc. 

But, although there are rational thoughts in the thesis he puts forward, a number of 

upbringing connoisseurs criticize it. (G.I.Shukina and others).  I think, such  contradicting thoughts 

lay a ground to say that classic upbringing theories existed in ancient times up to Soviet period 

either have not been studied well, or have been studied enough, but a number of new approaches 

have been made for the sake of novelty, and as the result some errors occurred. 

 Focusing on it we tried to keep this factor in mind in the investigation which will be 

conducted in the direction of upbringing and multicultural values in order to avoid mistakes. 

Namely from this point of view, by trying to study upbringing and multiculturalism values inherited 

from our great leader and the theories put forward by several well-known pedagogues and we 

concluded the following: 

-Multicultural values are collection of positive results obtained in multiculturalism 

conditions; 

- Multiculturalism is the way, process going to formation of the society with many 

cultures. – Azerbaijan’s choice of multiculturalism policy way is an estimable case;  

In order to implement this process it is necessary to have evaluation strategy and projects. 

To my conclusion, I can say that the following proposals can be used in these strategies and 

projects: 

- To determine the ways and means of influencing to conscious in upbringing process; 

- Necessity of single and integral motherland concept not depending on ethnicity;  

- In multiculturalism policy to consider a human as an object of upbringing not depending 

on nationality, age and sex;  

- Formation of upbringing in multiculturalism context is an evaluated way leading to 

formation of material and spiritual values, and in this process every nation has got a decisive power. 

–Because in multiculturalism policy the upbringing established by the nation itself on the 

basis of the national character unlike its form set up on the basis of the abstract ideas borrowed from 

other nations, contains more educational force than the best upbringing systems;  

- according to classic upbringing theorists, necessity of use of the folk practice in the 

strategies and projects which will be carried out in the process of multiculturalism should be taken 

into consideration;  

- we consider it necessary to study ethno-political peculiarities of each national minority 

and to investigate them scientifically in order to obtain positive results and values in 

multiculturalism; 

- Investigation of history, custom and traditions, folklore, cuisine culture of national 

minorities leads to sooner integration of multicultural values; - regarding multicultural values in 

upbringing, we can say that in this process it is more advanced way to study the means and methods 

of national minorities at first and then to create a unique upbringing system on the basis of these 

data. 
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-  As the result of this approach, multicultural values can set up a complete whole and a 

single Azerbaijan ideology would be consolidated in this case. 

– Preparation of the state’s upbringing strategy can play an important role in prevention of 

the events that could happen; - to determine the ways and means of influence to cognition in 

upbringing process; 

- necessity of a single and integral motherland concept not depending on ethnic; - to take a 

human as an object of upbringing in multiculturalism policy not depending on his nationality, age 

and sex. 

We consider that we tried to give a bit highlight to the role of personality and upbringing in 

multiculturalism policy in Azerbaijan. To my opinion, it is important to pay attention to other 

aspects of the problem. Naturally, in this case, it is possible to get better results by a more 

comprehensive approach to the issue. We also tried to use this method. In the investigation process, 

Azerbaijan which chose multiculturalism way to form a universal and democratic society, predicted 

these issues in advance.  Azerbaijan Republic which evaluated namely these in multiculturalism 

policy, accepted regulation of this process in accordance with the legislation based on international 

law. That is, according to the country’s legislation based on international law, Azerbaijan has 

accepted a national policy based on tolerant and harmonic co-living of different ethnic and religious 

groups providing a multi-national, multi-religious state model. Because, Law should provide 

equality of everyone’s rights and freedoms not depending on origin, nationality, religion and 

language. Namely from this point, it is the result of this factor that ethnic minorities co-live with 

Azerbaijan nation in peace and harmony throughout centuries. As Azerbaijan has historically been a 

unique multi-nation society, this multicultural, multiethnic heritage is being preserved in Azerbaijan 

nowadays also. Although the difficulties risen at the result of the military conflict with the 

neighboring Armenia which occupied 20% territory of Azerbaijan, existence of victims and about 

one million refugees of Armenian oppression and ethnic clearing of Azerbaijanis and other 

minorities living in Azerbaijan society (Tats, Kurds, Russians, Jews, etc), as well as the problems of 

transition period, Azerbaijan keeps on multiculturalism policy on protection of rights of minorities 

in the republic.  

Let’s try to clear up the problem paying attention to the assignment of some provisions of 

legislation. For example, the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic accepted in 1995 provides rights 

and freedoms of everyone not depending on origin, race, religion and language. Constitution act of 

Azerbaijan Republic about sovereignty of Azerbaijan Republic confirms equality of all the citizens 

before the Law.  In the assignment of another provision, i.e. according to the 25
th
 article of the 

Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic it states that “The state provides equal rights and freedoms for 

everyone not depending on race, nationality, religion, language and source”  [1;25].  As the 

continuation of the assignment of that article, it is also stated that “It is forbidden to limit human 

and civil rights and freedoms due to race, nationality, religion, language, source, belief, political and 

social outlook” [1;25]. One more factor about the problem we are trying to investigate is concretely 

reflected in the 44
th
 article of the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic. According to this article of 

the Constitution, “everyone has the right to preserve his national belonging. No one can be forced to 

change his national belonging” [1;44]. This assignment has been proved.  

The above mentioned issues are also reflected in other laws based on Azerbaijan 

Constitution. These necessary issues of strategic importance are identified in Decrees and Orders of 

the President, Cabinet of Ministers, and ministries. In this context, one of the documents of great 

importance is the Decree [5] № 212 on protection of rights and freedoms of minorities, small ethnic 

groups and nations and about the state aid for development of the language and culture signed by 

the President on September, 16, 1992. In this Decree where human factor is evaluated as a great 

blessing there is no article limiting human rights and freedom. Because of it, this Decree based on 

international law and Azerbaijan legislation is of great importance as one of the priority directions 

for improvement of relations among the nations. It takes into account the need for establishment of 

suitable condition for co-living of different minor nations and ethnic groups.   

One of the important aspects of this state document is that on the basis of  the 19
th
 article 

[6] of the Constitution Act, here implementation and provision of equal human rights and freedoms 

not depending on the race, nationality and religion is taken as a core. One of the points connected 

with the problem is the fact that this important document has been prepared on the basis of the 
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international legislation and in accordance of its requirements positional obligations and authorities 

of appropriate executive structures are identified here.  For example, in the first article it is written 

that “In order to protect political, economic, social, cultural rights and freedoms of minor nations 

and ethnic groups living in the territory of Azerbaijan Republic, and to help to their implementation, 

the issues regarding the relations among the nations should be comprehensively considered within 

the activity framework of the ministries and institutions” [5:1]. Or “all conditions to be established 

in accordance with the professional specialty of representatives of these nations and taking into 

account equal rights without any discrimination, to prevent any activity, or non-activity directed to 

violate them, the applications and complaints related with these kind of issues should be studied 

comprehensively and in details and to be solved with special attention [5]. 

As it seems, the issues we have tried to investigate in this problem context are under 

control of Azerbaijan state and all these are continuously regulated by the law.  As in each 

democratic state of the world, in Azerbaijan Republic also, the law is the support of the 

government. We should note that on the basis of the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic and other 

legislative acts, relevant ministries have also accepted laws related with minorities and these can be 

guarantee of happy future of Azerbaijan which has selected the way of democracy.  

From this point of view, we can say with confidence that the decrees made by several 

ministries are of great importance and they are based on international and Azerbaijan legislation. 

From another hand, these decrees and orders are important because they are focused on protection 

of human rights and this is the guarantee of provision of safety and security of every nation without 

any discrimination. Let’s try to pay attention to some laws in order to substantiate the conclusions 

we have concluded. I think that in this context, Culture and Education laws can be set as samples. 

For example, the 11
th

 article of the law about “Culture” intends a support for preservation and 

development of national culture.  

The state provides national development and preservation of Azerbaijan nation, as well as 

all minorities living in the territory of Azerbaijan [3;11]. In accordance with another law, i.e. the 6
th
 

article of the Law about “Education” accepted on October, 7, 1992 and the 3
rd

 article of the Law 

about “State language”, education can be delivered in the language of the minorities   [4;6,3;]. It 

should be noted that together with the provisions of the internal legislation, international documents 

as UNO Conventions about elimination of all forms of discrimination, prevention of Apartheid and 

punishment for it, prevention of Genocide and punishment for it are also applied [15]. 

At the same time, Azerbaijan also cooperates with international organizations as OSCE on 

issues regarding minorities. For example, political councilor of the Senior commissar of OSCE on 

national minorities visited Azerbaijan for several times in order to observe the situation on 

provision of rights of national minorities. All these processes positively influenced on formation of 

a democratic state based on international experience and tolerance which has always been a priority 

in Azerbaijan.    

Regarding the rights of the minor nations and ethnic groups about establishment of their 

national cultural centers, associations and other organizations, we can say that there is no problem 

in this sphere. Nowadays, a lot of national culture centers function in Azerbaijan. From them we 

can name society “Birlik”, Russian community, Slavic culture center, Azerbaijan –Israel 

community, Ukrainian society, Kurdish cultural center “Ronai”, “Samur” national cultural center of 

lezghis, Azerbaijan-Slavic culture center, Tats’ culture center, Tatars’ culture center “Turgan-tel”, 

Tatars’ culture center “Yashlig”, Crimea Tatars society “Crimea”, Georgian society, Humanitarian 

society of Azerbaijan Georgians, Ingiloy community, Chechens’ cultural center, “Vatan” society of 

Akhiska turks, Avars’ society, Community of mountain Jews, European Jews’ society (Ashkenazi), 

Georgian Jews’ community, Jews’ women humanitarian association, German cultural community 

“Kapelhaus”, Udins’ cultural center, Polish cultural center “Polonia”, International Talish 

Association “Mada”, Talish Association “Avesta”, Udins’ cultural center “Orain”, cultural center 

“Budug”, Sakhur cultural center, etc. 

Besides it, national and state theatres, amateur societies and associations function in the 

territories of Azerbaijan densely settled by minorities. For example, Lezghi theatre in Gusar region, 

Georgian State theatres in Gakh region, Talish folklore groups in Astara and Lankaran regions 

continue their activity for a long time.  
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One of the important aspects is that they are always taken care of by the state. That is, the 

state provides these organizations with financial support from the state budget and President Fund 

and helps to strengthen mutual understanding, tolerance and respect among all people not 

depending on origin, culture, language and religion.  

4. Conclusions 

Active participation of minorities in the social life of the society, as well as in the events 

held on the state level is the indicator of existing mutual respect. “Three brothers” organization 

uniting Islam, Orthodox and Jewish has been registered juridically and at the mean time they 

continue functioning. Recourse center under the management of “Links” organization (Great 

Britain) is one of these organizations acting in Azerbaijan. Regarding media and information issues, 

we can say that dozens of newspapers and journals are published in the languages of the minorities, 

programs financed from the state budget in Kurdish, Lezghi, Talish, Georgian, Russian and 

Armenian languages are regularly broadcasted in Azerbaijan and different world countries 

regularly. 

As an evident sample of these processes programs are broadcasted in Avar language in 

Balakan region, in Lezghi and Tat languages in Khachmaz region, in Lezghi language in Gusar and 

Khachmaz regions, newspapers are issued  in Russian, Kurdish, Lezghi and Talish languages in 

Baku. Issue of newspapers in Russian, Kurdish,  Lezghi, Talish and Kurdish languages, publishing 

of “Samur” and “Dangi Kurd” in Lezghi and Kurdsish languages, “Sokhnut” and “Aziz” 

newspapers of Jewish society can be specially noted. 

Regarding implementation of multiculturalism policy on the basis of international law and 

Azerbaijan legislation, we can say that in these processes in accordance with national spiritual 

values, no discrimination is allowed, and representatives of minorities work in state structures, Milli 

Majlis, Cabinet of Ministers, Constitution court, Central voting commission, juridical- protection 

organs, and in other state organizations and institutions.The core of multiculturalism policy 

designed for Azerbaijan state is personality, upbringing, international law and state legislation and 

because of it, as a tolerant state Azerbaijan can be a sample for the whole world.    
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