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Abstract. The article is devoted to the sources and its characterization while studying the 

interaction of the social and political organizations with the authorities in the Ukrainian 

provinces of the Russian empire in 1905-1917. According to the modern classification the 

existing source base can be divided into six groups: normative legal documents, record keeping 

documentation, periodicals, and statistical data, documents of personal origin and agitation and 

propaganda literature. The paper describes each of the aforementioned groups of the sources, the 

conclusions of the possibility and expediency of their use in the study of the organized society and 

government interaction are made. In general, the analysis of the sources enables to determine the 

causes of the social and political organizations emergence, to reveal some aspects of the 

organizations program fundamentals, especially related to the evolution of their attitude to the 

government; to clarify and in some cases to determine the emergence time of the public 

organizations centers in Ukraine, its quantity, number, social, ethnic, age-related and party 

structure; to describe practical and propaganda activities, the legal basis for the functioning of 

the unions and associations in the Russian Empire, to consider the repression and restriction of 

the opposition organizations activities etc. However, sources makes it difficult to conduct 

accurate quantitative calculating of the majority indicators of social and political organizations. 
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1. Introduction  

The 1905-1907 revolution revived social and political life in Ukraine, new prospects 

appeared for the state and society reorganization. All the social contradictions that occurred in 

Ukraine in the late XIX-th - early XX-th century were reflected in the revolutionary process. The 

socio-political and social activity of various social groups and strata revived during the First 

Russian Revolution. The public, socio-political, professional and political organizations were 

established and as the result of the process - the awakening of the social activity as the evidence of 

the civil society formation. The active communities, some of which were in the opposition to the 

ruling regime, began to emerge in the depths of the imperial police state. The political aspect of the 

oppositional public organizations activity was the fact that, according to its members, the real 

solutions to their problems were impossible without the declaration of civil and political freedoms, 

the transformation of the state system and the full national representative action office convocation. 

It was reflected in the policy documents and activities of the organizations. Meanwhile, the part of 

the population of the empire stood for the sanctity of the state system, creating protective and pro-

governmental organizations. Nevertheless, the sprouts of the civil society were destroyed by the 

efforts of the Russian autocracy. The Empire existed for some time, but the opportunity for a 

smooth transition to the more democratic society model was lost. The 1917 revolution and the 

subsequent civil war eventually brought to power the political radicals and replaced one form of the 

anti-democratic regime with another. 

 

2. Materials and Methods 

The social and political movements study of the early XX-th century is important in 

connection with the formation process of the civil society in modern Ukraine. Moreover, the 

experience of different categories of people fighting for their rights and the transformation of the 

state system is important in the context of the present changes in our country. Besides, the activities 
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of the social and political organizations in the early twentieth century and their attitude to the 

government is still scarcely explored, at the same time, there is a large amount of sources, making 

possible the study of this problem. 

 

3. Results 

The variety of sources should be used to study the public organizations movements. 

According to the modern classification of the Russian researchers A. G. Golikov and T. A. Kruglov, 

they can be divided into the following groups: 1) normative legal documents; 2) record keeping 

documents; 3) periodicals and publicism; 4) statistical data; 5) documents of personal origin [1]. 

Due to the specific research topic, it is reasonable to distinguish also the sixth group of sources – 

agitation and propaganda materials. The integration of these source groups creates the opportunity 

for the detailed review of the socio-political organizations history on the territory of the Russian 

Empire in 1905-1907. 

The analysis of the normative legal documents enables to characterize the legal status of 

the social and political organizations and to clarify the legal conditions under which they had to 

operate. Opportunely, we should specify that the law was thought to be everything that was 

approved by the emperor (charters, regulations, statutes, decrees, manifestos, etc.) by 1906 in the 

Russian Empire. Some changes took place in the legislative practice during the First Russian 

Revolution associated with the creation of the new state institution - the State Duma. The legal 

sources are: the Decree of the February 18
th

, 1905, which started the campaign according to which 

the individuals and institutions had the right to submit the proposals on the improvement of the state 

system to the Council of Ministers; the Manifesto of October 17
th
, 1905 on “Improvement of the 

State System”, which proclaimed basic civil freedoms in the country [2]; and the Decree of March 

4
th
, 1906 on “The Temporary Regulations on the Societies and Unions,” which gave the Minister of 

Interior the power to suspend the activities of associations and unions at any time in its sole 

discretion [3]. The first two mentioned regulations created favorable conditions for the deployment 

of socio-political organizations, while the latter decree was one of the reasons for the transition of a 

number of oppositional groups to conspiratorial activities in the 1906-1917. 

The second, the largest group of the sources are the record keeping documents. They 

should be divided into two major systems: 1) public institutions documentation; 2) public 

organizations and political parties documents. Depending on the form of the presentation there can 

identified such specific types: a) regulations (regulations, directions, statutes etc.); b) protocol 

documentation (journals of zemstva
1
 sessions, minutes); c) business correspondence (orders, official 

letters, circulars, memoranda); d) reporting documentation (reports etc.) [1]. 

These types of documents are kept in the Russian and Ukrainian archives, including the 

State Archive of the Russian Federation, the Central State Historical Archive of Ukraine in Kiev, 

the Central State Archive of the Authorities and Administration of Ukraine, the Institute of 

Manuscripts of the National Library of Ukraine after V. I. Vernadsky and regional state archives of 

Kyiv, Zhytomyr, Khmelnytsky, Kharkiv, Poltava, Chernihiv, Dnipropetrovsk and others. Its usage 

gives a possibility to introduce a large amount of documents into scientific sphere and to attach 

novelty to the scientific research. 

Besides, the record keeping documents have already been published and are contained in 

the documents, materials, protocols, specialized periodicals and chronicles of the revolutionary 

movement. The particular interest is attached to the minutes of the socio-political organizations 

sessions as well as voluminous editions of “The High Rise of the Revolution in 1905-1907 ” and “ 

The Second Period of the Revolution in 1906-1907 ”, which were published by the Academy of 

Sciences on the 50th anniversary of the First Russian Revolution . 

Let’s analyze the first group of record keeping documents - state institutions records. These 

include the documents of the governor-general’s offices, temporary governors-general and 

                                                     

1 One of a system of elected local assemblies established in 1864 by Alexander II to replace the 

authority of the nobles in administering local affairs after the abolition of serfdom: became the core 

of the liberal movement from 1905 to 1917. 
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governors, law enforcement and judicial authorities, zemstva. 

The records of the Council of Ministers sessions, provincial sessions of the Presence 

Societies, provincial and district zemstva sessions are of considerable interest among the public 

institutions protocol documentation. 

The records of the business correspondence are the significant and important sources to 

characterize the relationship of social and political organizations with the authorities and include the 

incoming and outgoing correspondence of the governor-general, governors and law enforcement 

agencies (memos, reports, dispatches, official letters, etc.). This type of documentation is very 

important because it contains information about various public organizations, forms of their 

activities, quantity, active participants, foundation and elimination dates of certain societies and 

unions centers, various agitation forms etc. One of the business communication forms were the 

circulars that help to trace the official attitude of the authorities to the pro-governmental and 

oppositional public organizations, to find out some facts from the history of the societies and unions 

and the measures taken by the government to cease their activities. 

The reports contain the summary of the revolutionary movement data across both the 

whole Russian Empire and its districts. The reports and statements of the governors, heads of the 

provincial gendarmerie departments, district police officers, bailiffs contain important information 

about the content and nature of the social and political organizations centers activity in Ukraine in 

1905-1917. 

It should also be noted that using the documents of the Interior we can get a lot of valuable 

information, but these records contain errors so they should be treated critically. For example, the 

file #1892 of Kharkiv provincial gendarmerie (FM 336) of the Central State Historical Archive of 

Ukraine in Kiev encloses the list of people, who were the members of the revolutionary 

organizations. The category of those who belonged to “The Constitutional Democratic Party in 

general and the Socialist Revolutionary Party in particular” is singled out in that list. In addition the 

members of the “ anarchists-terrorists party ” are enlisted in this category as well as the number of 

the non-party people. Due to the inability of many gendarme officers to define properly the 

differences between the various revolutionary parties and organizations the superiors encouraged 

them strongly to read the revolutionary literature [4]. 

Another group of the record keeping documents includes the documents of the public 

organizations and political parties. The unions and societies meetings, political parties and their 

regional branches decisions are noted in the records of the pre-trial investigations, the governors’ 

offices as well as in published documents and records and have the regulatory statutes. With its help 

you can get an idea about the social and political organizations ideology and program, as well as the 

attitudes of other political forces to it. There are also published collections of the public 

organizations programs. The collection of the political parties, unions and leagues programs, issued 

in 1906, is an extremely valuable source which includes a separate section of the program 

documents of the All-Russian professional and political unions [5]. 

The standardized documents include the draft statutes and the statutes of the socio-political 

organizations as well as the peasants’ judgements to join the All-Russian Peasant Union. These 

sources contain the main program principles and organizational principles of  the unions and 

societies activity. In addition, the peasant judgments give an idea of the regional prevalence of 

certain conditions, including the autonomy of Ukraine and the Ukrainian language learning. 

Special attention is also paid to the protocols that consistently recorded the progress of the 

social and political organizations meetings and sessions solution. By studying it we can find out the 

progress of the discussions and the atmosphere that prevailed at the societies and unions meetings 

and sessions. A common feature of the illegal organizations sessions and meetings minutes is the 

lack of the speakers’ names due to their illegal status, while there are the indications to the 

province, county or settlement the delegate represented, his social or party affiliation. 

The societies and unions individual centers paid much attention to keeping the protocol 

documentation. The officially registered and secret organizations sessions journals are quite rare 

and extremely valuable sources through which you can get a complete idea of the local social and 

political organizations activity. 

The third important group of sources - periodicals and publicism.  The existing at that time 

publications can be classified according to the ideological orientation and party affiliation: 
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conservative, liberal, socialist, nationalist, interparty and unaffiliated. This classification enables to 

evaluate published materials critically. 

The conservative publications highlighted the Black Hundred organizations activity in a 

positive manner and denounced or ridiculed oppositional socio-political organizations. Such 

publications were published in the metropolitan newspaper “Narod”, Kiev newspaper 

“Kyivlyanyn”, “Pochaevskiy listok” and others. Notwithstanding the prejudice of the publications, 

they contain valuable factual material that demands the researchers’ critical attention. 

The liberal press paid much attention to the societies and unions activity. The metropolitan 

legal newspaper “Pravo” covered the socio-political life of the country that published the chronicles 

of the revolutionary movement as well as the detailed analysis of the transformation of the civil 

authorities, changes in the legislation, the public organizations activities. Moreover, it published the 

governors’ proclamations about the illegality of a number of social and political organizations in the 

Ukrainian provinces of the Empire. 

We can single out “Kievskie Otkliki”, “Kievskoe Slovo”, newspaper “Poltava”, Kharkov 

periodicals “Yuzhnyi Kray”, “Volna” among the liberal press in Ukraine. These publications were 

under the influence of the All-Russian liberal parties and organizations. The publications contained 

paragraphs, propaganda materials, various unions sessions records. The Odessa newspaper “Visty” 

was influenced by the Ukrainian liberals, members of the democratic Ukrainian Radical Party and 

paid much attention to the national aspects of the socio-political organizations in the localities. 

The issued in St. Petersburg printed media of the Labour group at the First State Duma 

“Trudovaya Rossia” and “Izvestia krestyanskyh deputatov” can be ascribed to the socialist wing of 

the neo-populist movement. The separate publications fell within social and political life in the 

Ukrainian provinces. 

The Russian social-democrats issued the magazine in Kiev “Yuzhnaya Nedelya”, and the 

newspaper “Borotba” in the Ukrainian language, which published the materials about the work of 

the separate societies and unions. 

The magazine “Khliborob” was of a nationalistic character, which was printed in Lubny ( 

the editor M. Shemet was the member of the Ukrainian People's Party) and Odessa newspaper 

“Narodnya Sprava” (chief editor I. Lutsenko - the member of the Ukrainian People's Party). Both 

publications paid attention to the activities of the Ukrainian cultural and political organizations, and 

participated in the forming project of the Ukrainian peasant unions. Notably in this regard was the 

slogan the “Khliborob” was printed with: “Farmers all over Ukraine, unite!”. 

In some cases, the periodicals cannot be put in the tight parties’ framework. Thus, St. 

Petersburg liberal newspaper “Syn Otechestva”, that covered the activities of  the social and 

political organizations turned into the organ of the Socialist-Revolutionists in November 1905. 

Changing the party did not affect negatively on the coverage of the opposition groups. The liberals 

and neo-populists participated in the preparation of the Odessa weekly “Yuzhnye Zapiski” that 

covered the work of societies and unions. The Kiev magazines “Hromadska Dumka” and “Rada” 

had an inter-party character and its paragraphs were written by the representatives of the Ukrainian 

political parties and non-party intellectuals. Their columns reflected the activity of the Ukrainian 

and All-Russian social and political organizations and its branches in Ukraine. 

It is also worth mentioning that such socio-political organizations periodicals as magazines 

“Vesnik Uchiteley”, “Vestnik Vserossiyskoho Soyuza Uchiteley i Deyateley po Narodnomu 

Obrazovaniyu” and “Krestyanskaya Gazeta” (the organ of the Sumy district Committee of the All-

Russian Peasant Union) were influence-free of any political parties. Such publications popularized 

the idea of public organizations, the printed materials had informational and propagandist character. 

Overall, the greatest interest of the press to the opposition socio-political organizations can 

be observed in November 1905 - January 1906. Later the periodicals covered the Black Hundreds 

Unions activities mainly. 

The works devoted to social and political organizations by the bolshevik leader V.I. Lenin 

[6], the famous Russian writer V.G. Korolenko [7] and publicist S.J. Styechkin (N. Stroyev) [8] can 

be mentioned among the publicism records. 

The fourth group of the sources is the statistics, which records are in specialized journals 

and publications. Thus, to ascertain the economic situation of the peasantry we can use the work of 
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M. Porsha “ The Statistics Tenure in 1905 and the Mobilization of the Property in Land in Ukraine 

since 1877 to 1905.” [9] while studying the causes and preconditions of the peasant organizations 

appearance. In addition, to clarify the ethnicity membership of the socio-political organizations in 

various areas of Naddnipryanshchina it is appropriate to use reference book of the national 

population of Ukraine in the XX century. [10] 

The fifth group of the documents are the materials of the personal origin. These include the 

diaries, private correspondence and memoirs [1]. Analyzing the diaries, you should be aware that 

the events were presented through the prism of the author's perception. Despite the certain 

subjectivism, authors’ notes are the valuable records for the understanding of the atmosphere of the 

era, as well as psychological and value-motivational component of the societies and unions 

activists’ outlook. The extracts from the diaries of the heads of the individual societies and unions 

can be found in the court orders. 

The private correspondence is also of significant interest, where we learn about the 

agitation and propaganda success of various organizations in some areas, the relationship of local 

branches and individual members with the central authorities, repressive government measures etc. 

In addition, the correspondence was one of the ways to spread the information among the socio-

political organizations, including the Union of the Unions, the Union of the Lawyers, the Teachers 

Union and the Peasant Union. One of the types of the personal origin documents is perlustration 

that is contained in large number of the gendarmerie records in the Central State Historical Archive 

in Kiev. Under the perlustration we understand the reprinting of the private correspondence. 

Usually, secret departments were involved in this process – the so-called “black cabinets” that 

functioned at the post offices. They functioned in Kiev, Kharkov and Odessa in Ukraine. If there 

were no such institutions some postal and telegraph officials were engaged in copying [11]. 

Also the memories of the direct participants of those events should be used. These sources 

include the memoirs of the famous scientist and public figure V.G. Bogoraz-Tana [12] and the 

writer and journalist Vladimir Korolenko [13]. It is important to use the memories of such 

prominent Ukrainian public figures as S. O. Yefromov [14] D. I. Doroshenko [15] Ye. K. 

Chykalenko [16] and others to clarify the aspects of national socio-political organizations  

The propaganda literature presents the last group of the sources. It includes the brochures, 

flyers, leaflets and proclamations. It can be found in the law enforcement and judicial authorities 

funds, however, the collection of postcards of Central State Historical Archives of Ukraine in Kiev 

(Fund 838) is of particular value. There are many varieties of the social and political organizations 

propaganda literature. These materials are the valuable sources for the understanding the changes in 

program and tactics of societies and unions in 1905-1917. 

 

4. Conclusions 

Thus, the scientific review proved the existence of the significant ground in carrying out 

the set tasks of the given study, showed the need for its thorough historical analysis. The processed 

source base consists of five groups, that highlight the different aspects of the history of socio-

political organizations in 1905-1917. The extensive study of the normative legal documents, record 

keeping documentation, periodicals, statistical data, documents of personal origin and propaganda 

literature analyzes comprehensively the interaction between the public organizations and the 

government. Each type of the document has its own characteristics and requires critical thinking. 

The sources give a possibility to find out the causes of social and political organizations emergence, 

to reveal some aspects of programming fundamentals of the organizations, especially related to the 

evolution of their relationship with the government; to clarify and in some cases to determine the 

time of the public organization centers emergence in Ukraine, its number, size, social, ethnic, age-

related and party structure; to describe the practical and propaganda activities, the legal basis for the 

functioning of the societies and unions in the Russian Empire, to consider the repression and 

restrictions on the opposition organizations activities. However, sources do not enable accurate 

calculation of the number of the quantitative indicators of most socio-political organizations. In 

addition, the conspiratorial nature of a number of societies and unions does not allow to form a 

complete picture of their interaction with the government. 
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